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If you’re feeling philosophical, and you’d like to |I| how places and the ways people
look at them change over time, you should walk across Tokyo’s Shin-Ohashi bridge.

This bridge has inspired deep thoughts and great art ever since the first of its many
incarnations®* was built across the Sumida River in the winter of 1693-94.

The poet Matsuo Basho (1644-94) was dwelling in a hut on the eastern bank of the
river at the time. As he watched the 2 ], he wrote a haiku that a local tourism website
translates as “First snow / falling / on the half-finished bridge.”

When it was finished, he wrote another haiku: “So thankful / in gratitude they tread
across / the frosty bridge.”

Today, those poems are inscribed in Japanese on a modest stone monument near the
Mannenbashi-Kita traffic light in Koto Ward. Diagonally across the intersection stands the
appropriately named Basho Soba noodle shop.

In the 1850s, ukiyo-e artist Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858) depicted the bridge in his
famous woodblock* print “Sudden Shower over Shin-Ohashi Bridge and Atake.”

Part of his “One Hundred Famous Views of Edo” series, it shows several people
hurrying across the wooden bridge in a downpour, their faces hidden by umbrellas or cloaks.
On the water, a man in a straw raincoat can be seen poling a lumber raft. It’s a notable
detail, as the point where the Sumida River empties into Tokyo Bay was a center of activity
for the lumber in the Edo period (1603-1867) — and still is today.

On the far side of the river, the shapes of buildings stand in the darkness. Henry Smith,
a professor emeritus of Japanese history at Columbia University and coauthor of a book
titled “Hiroshige” told The Japan News in an e-mail that these are shogunal* boathouses
that existed from before the bridge was built.

Among those enchanted by Hiroshige’s simple but evocative picture was Dutch artist
Vincent van Gogh, who famously painted a copy of it in 1887. The chain of inspiration
extends as far as present-day British composer Geoffrey Poole, who penned a musical work
for strings, complete with plinking pizzicato* raindrops, titled “Crossing Ohashi Bridge.”

Did all of these artists see the same Shin-Ohashi bridge? Probably not. The span* is
said to have been destroyed and replaced at various times in the Edo period. So the bridge
that inspired Basho’s poetry was not the one Hiroshige saw. And both are gone now.

If you know that “Shin-Ohashi” means “new bridge” in Japanese, you might be
wondering which of these bridges was considered the new one. The answer is: All of them.
According to a multiauthor book titled “Hokusai and Hiroshige: Great Japanese Prints
from the James A. Michener Collection, Honolulu Academy of Arts,” the name was meant
to distinguish the bridges at this location from an even older Ohashi bridge at Ryogoku,
[ 4 ]north on the Sumida River.

As Japan industrialized in the Meiji era (1868-1912), wooden bridges gave way to
metal ones. According to the book “Meiji Revisited” by architectural historian Dallas Finn,
these included a three-span*, 173-meter-long steel-truss* Shin-Ohashi bridge imported
in ready-made pieces from the United States. With “a steel-plated roadway instead of a
wooden deck” and walkways with Art Nouveau* railing, this version of the bridge stood
from 1912 to 1974. One section of it was later relocated to the Meiji Mura historical park in
Inuyama, Aichi Prefecture, where it now crosses a pond.

If you visit the Sumida River today, the Shin-Ohashi bridge you can walk across is
a modern cable-stayed bridge* that dates from 1976. It can be reached from Hamacho or
Morishita stations on the Shinjuku subway line and is by the pair of tall orange
towers in the middle. Appropriately, today’s bridge is decorated with artwork, including
metal plaques depicting both Hiroshige’s famous image and the imported Meiji-era bridge.
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To see the haiku monument, though, you’ll have to detour* a few hundred meters south.

That’s because the current Shin-Ohashi bridge stands several blocks upstream from the one
Basho probably walked over.

To put it philosophically, you can’t cross a river on the same bridge twice.

(H 2 © Tom Baker, “Shin-Ohashi bridge spans centuries of Tokyo history,” The Japan News,
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. The Shin-Ohashi bridge we can now walk over has been standing at the same

place since the latter half of the Edo period.

. Matsuo Basho lived near the Shin-Ohashi bridge when it was first built over the

Sumida River.

. According to the article Matsuo Basho decided to compose a haiku of the Shin-

Ohashi bridge after he made sure that the bridge was completed.

The author thinks that the Shin-Ohashi bridge was the subject matter for
Hiroshige’s masterpiece which many artists have been influenced by.

In his famous work Hiroshige depicted several merchants talking lightheartedly
with their customers on the Shin-Ohashi bridge.

According to Henry Smith, shogunal boathouses were standing there when the
bridge Hiroshige depicted in his “Sudden Shower over Shin-Ohashi Bridge and
Atake” started to be built.

Influenced so much by Hiroshige’s ukiyo-e, Vincent van Gogh sometimes tried to
make woodblock prints.

Today we cannot walk over the original bridge that inspired Hiroshige’s creativity.

The Shin-Ohashi bridge built in the Meiji era was decorated with splendid
sculptures and embodied the essence of Japanese technology.

One section of the Meiji-era Shin-Ohashi bridge was moved to Aichi Prefecture
and reconstructed.
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I hear that she will take the business from her father.
Please don’t hesitate to ask my help.

I can’t put up his rudeness any more.

They decided to carry the project.

It is said that chili peppers are rich vitamin C.
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a condition or circumstance that puts one in a favorable or superior position
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. literature in the form of prose, especially novels that describes imaginary events

and people

a micro-organism, especially one which causes disease

a large, ugly, and frightening imaginary creature

Il
w w0 w
= @D [

a place regarded as holy because of its associations with a divinity or a sacred

person or relic, marked by a building or other construction

=
RERE @ monster @ shuttle @ guide @ advantage
@ fiction @ military @ germ @ function

@ shrine @ adventure ]

36. ~40. DIEHFEO—F M FEE T AMEATIE &2 HEMII~—7 L,

36. at - ti- tude 37. e - nor * mous 38. com * mu - ni - cate
oz B8 U 3 o2 9 @
39. dem - o - crat - ic 40. ge - o - graph -1- cal
o2 8 M voe 8 @4 6













<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Color 2001 Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /JPN <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 400
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName <FEFF005B9AD889E350CF5EA6005D>
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 0
      /MarksWeight 0.283460
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /JapaneseWithCircle
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


