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The Meiji Period marked the beginning of modern Japan. The country strove
mightily to catch up the standards of the more technologically and socially
advanced Western nations. It invested heavily in the development of new educational,
military, governmental, and administrative systems. By the end of the Meiji Period in
1912, Western influence could be seen in every corner of Japan, but particularly in the
major cities, in everything from architecture to daily life. At the same time, an array
of new cultural movements had also emerged.

This was most evident in literature and the arts. For example, the writers
Soseki Natsume, who studied in London, and Ogai Mori, who studied in Germany,
and many others penned essays, stories, and novels that incorporated Western
literary techniques. Journalism also developed, following Western models. In fact,
the Japanese word for newspaper—shimbun (“new hearings”’)—was created in the
Meiji Period by Yukichi Fukuzawa, foremost among Japan’s modernizers. This was a
period in which even the average Japanese was intrigued* by Western customs, and
Fukuzawa’s best-selling books were the authority on that subject. Throughout his life,
Fukuzawa made huge contributions to the cause of education through his writings and
translations, and eventually by founding Keio University, the first private university
in Japan.

Christianity was officially sanctioned* in 1873, and many Japanese Christians
who had studied in the United States and Europe played important opinion-making
roles. Some of them, like Isoo Abe and Sen Katayama, applied their Christian beliefs
to socialist causes after seeing the pathetic conditions of poor farmers and workers.
Social contradictions showed a direct correlation to the accomplishments of the
industrial revolution. The rich minority possessed the power and dominated the poor
majority. Socialists and communists vigorously protested and were oppressed by the
government turn.

With so much Western influence coming into Japan, it was perhaps inevitable
that a reaction should set in. In an effort to protect their Japanese identity, many
people reacted to Western penetration with resentment and nationalistic sentiments.
Such sentiments were often associated with state Shintoism, supported by the Meiji
government as part of its plan to unite Japan under the emperor’s glory. Nationalist
inclinations linking Shintoism with the emperor’s divinity eventually played a role in
Japan’s entry into World War II.

The Meiji era ended with Emperor Meiji’'s death in 1912. Because of Japan’s
many successes, its international status had improved, and Japan had become a
major player in world affairs. When Emperor Taisho succeeded the throne,
the Japanese were actually able to enjoy their achievements. The economic damage
of World War I was serious, however, and the government’s solution was to raise
taxes. That decision moved the public to protest and encouraged widespread social
movements, 4 | feminism and communism. On the other hand, one of the
distinctive features of the Taisho era was its democratic atmosphere. Politically, the
movement for parliamentary democracy spread, and in 1925 suffrage* was finally
granted to all males above the age of twenty-five. Demonstrations and political
gatherings were legalized and frequently [ 5 |, though communism and socialism
were banned in 1925.



The generally democratic mood of the Taisho era encouraged cultural activity.
Writers like Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Naoya Shiga, and Junichiro Tanizaki created
some of the most notable works in modern Japanese literature. Taisho also saw the
dawn of mass media. Radio broadcasts started in 1925, and countless magazines and
publications were launched.

In international relations, however, Taisho saw the Japanese military becoming
more assertive. During World War I, Japan had joined the Allied powers* along with
England, France, and the United States. While the war was being fought mainly in
Europe, Japan took the opportunity to expand its presence in China. The Japanese
army occupied the German-controlled Shandong Peninsula* and demanded that
China grant Japan political and military privileges.

It was around the end of Meiji and the beginning of Taisho that Japan began to
invest heavily in its military machine, with China in its sights. After Japan defeated
Russia in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, Japan set about expanding its
influence westward, particularly to China. In 1922, at the urging of the United States,
Japan, the U.S., England, France, and Italy signed the Washington Treaty to limit
naval armaments*. These nations also confirmed their own right to expand their

interests in the Pacific and China.
(Hi 8 : Coen Nishiumi, Japan: A Short History, IBC Publishing 2015 —#ei%)
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6. In the Meiji Period the technology of Western nations was less advanced than
that of Japan.

7. Western influence was limited to Japanese military and administrative systems
in the Meiji Period.

8. Western culture had a considerable influence on Japanese literature of the Meiji
era.

~

9. There was not a Japanese word shimbun until the Meiji Period.

10. The miserable life of poor workers and farmers urged some Japanese Christians,
like Isoo Abe and Sen Katayama, who had studied abroad to start social action.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Most Japanese people in the Meiji Period approved of the inflow of Western
culture into Japanese society wholeheartedly.

In the generally democratic atmosphere of the Taisho era the Japanese
government could overlook the development of communism and socialism.

The cultural prosperity of the Taisho Period owed a great deal to the democratic
mood of the era.

According to the article, the fact that World War I was fought mainly in Europe
worked to the advantage of Japan’s expansion in China.

The United States required Japan to increase its armaments in China after
World War I .
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1. the reason for which something is done or created or for which something exists

=
2. an official agreement between two or more people, stating what each will do

=
3. white, gray, or black gas that is produced by something burning

=
4 . an additional or repeated part of a performance, especially a musical one

=
5. good sense and judgement, based especially on your experience of life

=
[ GERE: @ wisdom @ encore @ contradiction @ enroll

@ contract @ position @ purpose space

@ wallet @ smoke ]

V. 36. ~40. DRHFEO—FMR FEET HMEATEZ Ho BEMII~Y— 27 E &,

36. de - vel - op 37. ig * no - rance 38. ap - pre - ci - ate
o2 9 U U
39. el -e-va- tor 40. tech - no - log -1 - cal










<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Color 2001 Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /JPN <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 400
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName <FEFF005B9AD889E350CF5EA6005D>
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 0
      /MarksWeight 0.283460
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /JapaneseWithCircle
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


